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Claudia Donaldson-Selby
Tel: 424.634.9595
 Email: cdonaldonselby@yahoo.com
Special Education Teacher & Art Therapist
Over 20 years of experience in interviewing, writing, teaching and art. Skilled in listening and case study synthesis. 

· Twenty years + Interviewing and Case Study synthesis in training and special education industry

· Twenty years + Art study and art teaching
· Writer of six special education books, children’s books and editor of 18 spiritual journals

· Five years voluntary hospice work
Employment History - Special Education
Teaching in schools and Teacher Training College  – 15½ years

Private teaching, Part time class teaching and substitute teaching - 35 years

Hawaii Aug 2013 to present:

Teaching group art to 4-5 year old Pid Foundation a non profit that has a PreK class

In Waimanalo.  Started November to present 1-4 times a month.
San Pedro, California: Sep 2012 to Present

· Websites Launched: www.ClaudiCollections.com, www.LivingMystically.com & www.BoardingSchoolAdventures.com 
· Wrote and Published Boarding School Adventures, a non-fiction children's book
· Showed Claudi Collections at Studio #101 on First Thursdays, San Pedro, CA
Alexandria, Virginia: Aug 2006 – Aug 2012

· Caring, Volunteer counseling, writing and painting
· Pre-K teacher – Art and Education
Oahu, Hawaii:  Aug 2003 – Aug 2005 (Hawaii State Board Certified - Praxis, IEP and ISPED)
· Special Ed. Teaching/Counseling Gr.1 to Gr.5, Nu’uanu Elementary
· Substitute teaching Pre-school, St. Timothy’s Children’s Center Aiea
· Substitute and Study Hall teacher in Preschools, Gr.1 to Gr. 12 including summer school
· Study Hall teacher, Soto Academy Honolulu
London, England: Jan 2002 - May 2003

· Substitute teaching in Elementary and High schools and tutoring private in the London area.
· Creative Art: 10-Weekly classes for the WEA (Adults) teaching creative skills and counseling with Pakistani Women
· Teaching English speech, reading and spelling and counseling to second language Pakistani adults (counseling abused women in a place of safety)
· Teaching reception class at Lea Infant School, Slough, England – 2nd language children. (Punjabi, Urdu Somali and French speaking children) age four years of age turning five.  Subjects: Literacy, Numeracy and Knowledge and Understanding 

South Africa: 1963 –2002

· 1973 - 2002 Cape Town: Private Remedial teaching  

· Sept 1989 – Dec 2001 (Cape Town) 
· Teaching/Counseling private remedial children and Adults (with specific reading and spelling difficulties) and psychometric testing.

· Teaching Fabric painting to small and large community groups of Adults working on a project for ‘Visual Arts South Africa’.

· Jan 1985- Sep 1989: Lecturing Junior work (Kindergarten) students (young Adults) at the Cape Town College of Education 

Special charge: counseling students from 1st to 4th year

Lecturing 450 plus students a week on the following subjects:

Language Method: (1st, 2nd and 3rd year Junior work students):

The teaching of reading Methodology and practice

Spelling, grammar, creative and personal writing and speech in the junior school

Didactic Remedial: (4th year students specializing in Remedial work)

Testing and diagnosing the problem

Methods of helping the VAKT aspects of the child

Theory of learning problems

Educational Psychology:(1st, 2nd and 3rd year Junior work students:
The schools of Psychology

The theorists

Pathology of the child

Child Development

· Jan 1974 - Dec 1984 Johannesburg: Speech and Drama teaching (own studio) and Private lessons in Remedial reading, spelling and mathematics and counseling (Johannesburg) for both children and Adults.
· Apr 1971 - Dec 1971 Johannesburg: Owner of private Speech and Drama studio for boys and girls 

· Jan 1966 - Apr 1971 Johannesburg and Durban: Five years full-time teaching in Junior schools in Johannesburg and Durban including four months special teaching in a school for intellectually handicapped children

Show History - Art
Multi-media artist who's creative energy bursts onto her art in bright and vivid colors. She has had exhibitions throughout South Africa, United Kingdom, Hawaii and now California and is registered in the Smithsonian. Claudia hails from Cape Town, South Africa where she started painting and teaching art. Her background as a Remedial Therapist has given Claudia the ability to use her art as art therapy for various groups within the community and her clients with much success! Claudia's art personifies movement and each piece creates a sense of shift, albeit a set of flowing daffodils or birds flying through a tropical sunset. 

Claudia's main media resides in silks, oils and fabric art which results in portraits and life studies in oils; fabric paintings as hangings and clothes; and silk hangings, cloths, screens and scarves.

Claudia teaches a unique 'Creative Therapy' art class for groups and private clientele. She has taught art in the Cape Town, United Kingdom, Hawaii, and Virginia.

Pivotal exhibitions, 1984-2013 (List on Request)  Claudia's art can be viewed online at www.ClaudiCollections.com.
Education

· Master of Education - University of Cape Town, Dec 1987  
(Thesis on “The Use of Poetry in Remediation”.)

A full published thesis on READACT© - presenting Book 1 “Weekly to Strength”, a book for beginner readers up to a reading age of 8½ years. A new way of teaching reading and spelling by acting and recording poems, jingles and rhymes and phonics workbooks.

· Bachelor of Education Remedial (Hnrs) - University of Witswatersrand, Dec 1983
Coursework: Metatheory, Developmental Psychology, Practical teaching and research, Dissertation on comparison between READACT( and other remedial method in the market.

· Bachelor of Arts - University of South Africa, Dec 1981
History of Music, Sociology, English, French special, Psychology and Criminology

Certifications
Hawaii Board of Education, Special Education Certification, March 2005: PRAXIS  Knowledge-based Core Principles of Special Ed., Application of Core Principles of Special Ed.; March 2004: SUBSTITUTE teachers certificate; June 2003: PRAXIS Principles of learning and teaching K-6

Psychometrist Certification, South African Medical and Dental Council – allowing me to test, interview and counsel remedial students(Spec. Ed. Pupils, children of all ages and adults); 1983
International Yoga Teacher’s Association (Licentiate), July, 1984

Johannesburg Art Foundation, 1977-1984: Apprenticeship under the tutelage of Bill Ainslie.

A general practical course of drawing and oil painting and a complete History of Art.
Diploma - Remedial Education Witwatersrand University, Dec, 1972
1. Developmental Psychology

2. General Psychology – Learning Theory

3. Mental Measurement and Statistics and use of Educational and Psychological tests.

4. Remedial Education 

5. Practical teaching – 2 hours a week for 2 years. A full case-report on the diagnoses and teaching of an intellectually handicapped boy.

6. Psychopathology of Childhood.
· Licentiate Trinity College London (Speech and Drama)  Part-time Trinity College London, Jul 1966 
· Transvaal Teacher’s Diploma (Junior work), Johannesburg College of Education, Dec 1965

Publications

· READACT ( a method of teaching reading and spelling:

“Weekly to Strength” Book 1 C. Donaldson-Selby & D. Emdon, 1987
“Weekly to Strength” Book 2 C. Donaldson-Selby & D. Emdon, 1989
“Weekly to Strength” Book 3 C. Donaldson-Selby & D. Emdon, 1991
· “Write Way Up” (a remedial handwriting book), 1988
· “Study to Pass” for Schools, 1997
· “Study to Pass” for College and University, 1998
· Editor: MHE Spiritual Readings, 2000-2012
·  “Boarding School Adventures”, Non-fiction Children's Book, 2013

